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were now at Aba'l Lissan, on the high limestone
downs seventy miles inland from Akaba. His
advanced troops were twelve miles farther north at
a spring called Waheida, where they faced the
Turkish outposts on Semna hill, which overlooks
Maan. The Hejaz railway was running as far as
Medina, subject to continual interruptions south of
Tebuk by demolition parties from the Southern
Hejaz forces, which were commanded by King
Hussein's two elder sons, Ali and Abdullah, and
still based on Wejh and Yembo. FeisaPs Northern
Arab Army, based on Akaba, now formed part of
the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, under General
Allenby, and it was their task to do what they could
to co-operate in his main operations. A force of
17,000 Turks was imprisoned on the line south of
Maan, and in Medina. If Feisal could capture and
retain Maan, their last hope of rejoining the main
Turkish Army would be lost, and General Allenby
would be able to disregard them altogether, but
with Maan still in Turkish hands there was always
the bare possibility of Fakhri Pasha, the Turkish
commander at Medina, making his way north with
all his force and joining the Turkish Fourth Army
at Amman, east of the Jordan. In addition to the
17,000 men pinned to the line from Maan to
Medina there was a garrison of 3,000 at Maan
itself, and another 3,000 or 4,000 keeping the rail-
way open between Amman and Maan. Various
detached Turkish forces were also garrisoning the
hill-country between the Dead Sea and the railway-
line, so that energetic action by Feisal in the neigh-
bourhood of Maan would result in occupying from
20,000 to 25,000 Turks who might otherwise join
in against General Allenby's right flank.